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Abstract

The objective of this article is to explore meanings of the space of Wat Chedi Ai
Khai, a Buddhist temple, using a qualitative method. The areas used in this research
were Wat Chedi Ai Khai and Village No. 7 of Chalong Sub-district, Sichon District, Nakhon
Si Thammarat Province. In-depth interviews were conducted with 22 informants and the
data were categorized, interpreted, concluded and presented with analytical description.

The study found that there were several meanings given to Wat Chedi Ai Khai.
One of them is a psychological space of meaning for people seeking moral support; they
go to the temple to disperse their misfortunes, inauspicious conditions and illnesses
from their lives. They also go to the temple to ask for luck and winning a lottery; to
make a vow to make offerings for their lost items to be returned, and ask for prosperity
at work. These requests made through the psychological space of meaning result in a
tourism space of meaning in terms of religious faith and manmade tourist attractions
because people visit the temple to see the spectacular invented structures dedicated in
fulfillments of vows such as sculptures of fighting cocks and piles of firecrackers. As a
result, the temple has become an occupational space for locals. However, the temple
area still remains a space for religious practices of monks which is one way of receiving
donations for temple repairs contributing to maintaining Buddhism.
Keywords: Space, defining or giving meanings, Wat Chedi Ai Khai
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